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This Catechism retains the text of the Revised Baltimore Catechism, Number 2, but adds abundant

explanations to help children understand the difficult parts of each lesson along with pictures to aid

in understanding. Intended for grades 6-8.
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The Baltimore Catechism was first issued in 1885 as an American Catholic Catechism and was

used extensively from 1885 until the 1960s, when (unfortunately) American Catholics moved away

from using catechisms. With the advent of the amazing Catechism of the Catholic Church (ISBN:

0385508190), and the brand new Compendium of the Catechism (ISBN: 1574557203), fewer and

fewer people are using the Baltimore Catechism. While I love both the new Catechism and the

Compendium, I believe that the Baltimore catechism still has an important place.The New Saint

Joseph Baltimore Catechism No. 2 is an edition of the Baltimore Catechism intended for older

children, but I have used it frequently as an adult. It is arranged in a useful question and answer

format, and the answers are classically Catholic. There is no fudging in any way; the Baltimore

Catechism clearly and concisely explains what Catholics believe. While the theology of the

Baltimore Catechism is essentially the same as post-Vatican II Catholic Theology, some Catholic

discipline has changed since it was written, so it is always helpful to compare what is written with

current canon law. At the end of each section are questions and scripture readings related to what

was discussed. At the very end of the book is a glossary, excerpts from the Mass, an essay on "why



I am a Catholic," the Stations of the Cross, the Rosary, and photos of the Holy Land. These make

the Baltimore Catechism a helpful Catholic reference.There may be a few potential drawbacks to

this book. First, the photos look like they are straight out of another (past) era. While I like them

now, when I was a sixth grader, I would have thought they were silly.
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